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ResearcH ArTicLE

Study on pharmacognostical propertiesof |eaf of Helicteres
Isoral.

M. CHITRA

ABSTRACT

Themicro morphology of theleaves of Helicteresisora L. (Sterculiaceae) was explored. The leavesare serrate, obliquely cordite
or ovate, shortly acuminate and rough above and pubescent beneath. Microscopic analysis was informative and provides useful

information in the botanical identification, standardization for purity and quality and immense value in authentication of the | eaf.

Microscopic eval uation of leaves revealed the presence the midrib isbroadly conical on the adaxial sideand broadly semicircular
ontheabaxia side. Itis900umin vertical axisand 450 pum along the horizontal abaxia part. Thelaminais200um thick and hasfairly
broad, distinct adaxial epidermisof squrish cells. Some of the epidermal cellsare dilated and muliagenous. Calcium oxal ate druses
are abundant inthe midrib, laminaand petiole. Thelateral veinsare uniformly thick forming mostly squarish or rectangular distinct
vein-idets. Thisstudy of pharmacognostical features of Helicteresisora isuseful for the detection of botanical identification and
in authentication of the leaf of HelicteresisoraL.
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